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Subject: Mandatory Requirement for Private Healthcare Institutions Providing

Laboratory Services to Appoint a Pathology Specialist full time work

in the interest of public welfare, and in order to
enhance the quality of diagnostic services, ensure
the accuracy of laboratory results provided to
patients, and in line with approved national and
international health, it has been decided as
follows:

First: Mandatory Appointment:

All private healthcare establishments providing
laboratory services, including hospitals, specialized
medical complexes, and reference laboratories, shall
appoint a licensed Pathologist approved by the
DPHE, full time work, to provide direct technical
supervision over laboratory operations, review and
authorize results, and ensure compliance with
applicable technical and regulatory requirements.

Second: Contract with Central Labs

Laboratories within medical complexes, medical
centers, and clinics may contract with central
laboratories to operate their labs, after obtaining
approval from this Directorate, provided that the
contracted reference/central laboratory shall assume
responsibility for the laboratory.

Third: Grace Period

All existing private healthcare institutions shall be
granted a maximum period of six (6) months from the
date of issuance of this circular to complete
recruitment procedures and rectify their status in
accordance with the above requirements.
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Fourth: Monitoring and Compliance The Ministry
of Health will monitor compliance with this circular
through regulatory inspections and evaluation
processes conducted across private healthcare
establishments.

Any violation of the requirements stipulated in this
circular shall be considered a breach of the applicable
regulations governing private healthcare
establishments and may result in the necessary
regulatory and legal actions.

The Ministry of Health emphasizes the importance of
full compliance with what is stated in this circular
and working to implement it in order to ensure the
accuracy of laboratory test results and to enhance
patient safety and the quality of health services
provided.
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Dr. Muhanna bin Nasser Al Musalhi

Director General- D.G. Private Health Establishments



